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The all weather ae Highway, now undergoing accelerated 
planning and construction, will be one of the major highways of 
Sanada. It will link Inuvik, Tuktoyaktuk and the communities of 

the Mackenzie Valley to the continental highway system. It will 
nd isolation for many. rt will open the Delta and the entire 


gion to year-round transportation, reduce the cost of goods and 


ervices to individuais, accelerate resource development, facilitate 


a : : : 
peline construction and stimulate tourism. 


_. The Department of Indian Affairs and Northern Development 


has already constructed the highway from the Alberta-Northwest 
ferritories' border to Fort Simpson, a distance of 296 miles. 
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there are 635 miles still to be completed. 
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| Since the announcement of an immediate start on the completion 
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ce e highway by the Prime Minister on April 28, 1972, a Mackenzie 
Jighway Subcommittee, which will report to the Interdepartmental 


’ Advisory Committee on Northern Roads (A.C.N.D.), has already been 
i oe 
formed. The Subcommittee has already discussed with the pipeline 


ca 


consortia the routing of the highway out of Fort Simpson. 


+ It is looking into the environmental aspects of highway 


construction using the results of the research already done by 


ind 
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ustry. and the federal government in relation to northern pipelines. 


It is also paying particular attention to the hiring of northern 
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residents for the project. 
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-. Total cost of the highway to Inuvik has been estimated 
t betweer $70 and $100 millions, of which $10.5 million will 


come from the Department of Indian Affairs and Northern 

velopment 's current budget. The Steering Group on the 

ravacon Study, which had been established under the Transportation 
ub-Com ittee of the A.C.N.D., will study the scheduling and 
nancing of the highway and related northern roads and 

anspo: ation projects. 

“he Mackenzie Highway forms part of the northern roads 

Beh tnciuae in the Territorial Roads Policy approved by the 


ye rnr ut 


snt-in 1965. It connects with Alberta Provincial Highway 


‘ 
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337 and will run 964 miles from the Alberta - Northwest 


rit ories border “to Inuvik. 
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ae the southern end of the highway in N.W.T. 296 miles have 
n completed while, in the north, 33 miles from Inuvik to 


rt M Pierson are under construction on a three-year contract. 


, cons struction is being accelerated under the revised program. 
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in assessment of material resources available, such as gravel, 
Be highway route will be made this year. Detail designs will 
® 
aia 
completed and field surveys conducted in 1972 for those 
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ctions ” Np ct for construction in 1973/74 
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